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From the Cditor 


Greetings everyone. I was hoping that I could say that winter was on its way our for this issue, 
however, it appears to be here for some time yet. If the weather is keeping you in, this issue of 
Numismatica Canada will hopefully give you something to enjoyably pass your time. The material 
for this copy is very wide-spread with articles covering Nova Scotia, Jack Boddington, British 
Columbia, Ron Greene, Alberta, Eric Jensen, Manitoba, Jack Stothard, Quebec, Yvon Marquis, 
Ontario from myself and Newfoundland and Ontario from Lorne Barnes along with a review sent in 
by Warren Baker. 


Next month the Nickel Belt Coin Club in Sudbury will be hosting the Ontario Numismatic 
Association’s 46" annual Coin Convention at the Radisson Hotel and Conference Centre. The CATC 
will meet there on Saturday and all members and guests in attendance are invited to attend. The 
O.N.A. held their show there in 2005 and the success of this show is what brings it back this year. 
We wish Tom Rogers and all of his hard-working staff lots of success for this year as well. 


Dues for 2008 are needed now and if you don’t receive your 2008 membership card with this 
issue, we will need to receive payment before your next issue of Numismatica Canada will be mailed. 
Dues for 2008 are $20.00 and should be sent to the secretary-treasurer, Scott Douglas. If you know 
of anyone interested in Canadian tokens, get him or her signed up as a member. We welcome all new 
comers. 


Here’s hoping everyone has a great spring and finds lots of tokens. Don’t be afraid to give 
me an article or two on your favorite piece or newly found token. 


All the best 


Harry N. James 


THE MOOSE RIVER (NOVA SCOTIA, CANADA) GOLD MINE DISASTER 


by Jack Boddington 


In the depression thirties life was hard in the mining 
communities of the Musquododoit Valley in Nova Scotia, 
particularly with the Moose River Gold Mine facing closure for 


lack of investors. 


The Musquodoboit Valley, being somewhat remote from the outside 
world, was the site for some illegal operations. The Department 
of Mines in the provincial capital of Halifax was sometimes 

not notified that mining was taking place and as a result the 
old shafts were not inspected for safety. 


A renowned pediatrician at the Toronto Hospital for Sick 
Children, Dr. David Robertson was approached by a lawyer, Herman 
McGill, representing the mining company, with a view to Dr. 
Robertson purchasing stock in the mine. Robertson was interested 
and JeonantashertSpadeay ..Apr.it..12,./1936,>,“ent. with, McGilt teoatour 
the gold mine, the pair of them descending to the bottom of 

the pit, together with the mine timekeeper, Alfred Scadding. 


At the 141 foot level of the Meyer shaft the three men were 
entombed by the complete collapse of the shaft they had just 
descended, to a level 10 feet over their heads. All air, steam 
and pump lines were cut off, but the three were able to light 
a small fire the smoke from which seeped up through the debris 
alerting the miners on deck that the three men might still be 
alive. It would be ten long days before they were reached. 


Pen 


MOOSE RIVER GOLD MINES, 75 MILES FROM HALIFAX, N.S. SCENE OF MINING DISASTER WHERE 
MEN WERE ENTOMBED FROM APRIL 12th TO 22nd 1936 PHOTO BY ALLEN PRACE# 


Scene of the Moose River Mine cave-in disaster of April 1936. 
(British-made postcard, photography of Allen Fraser) 


From "The Boston Traveler", April 14, 1936: 


TORONTO. MEN: TRAPPED IN MINE 


: {Phote by AP-Boston Traveler) ie 

These three Térento ‘men were trapped in a cave-in deep in the tangy River yoldl mine at Moose 
River, N. 8. Rescue workers hope they may still be alive. Left to right, they are, Charles Alfred Scadding, 
timekeeper; Dr. D. E. Roberston, chief surgeon of the hospital for sick children in’ in Toronto, and H: R.. Magill, . 
lawyer. Maglil and Eoberston are part owners of the mine. 


A massive rescue effort was mounted, with volunteer miners coming 
to help from all over Nova Scotia and other locations across 
Canada. The team of over three hundred people mustered under 

the direction of the Minister of Mines, the Honourable Michael 
Dwyer, and the Department Chief Engineer and Deputy-Inspector 

of Mines, J. P. Masservey, both from Halifax. 


There were three groups of rescuers - 166 underground men, or 
Draegermen, so named from the particular type of breathing 
equipment they were trained to use, which had been designed 
by a German scientist, Herr Draeger; 151 surface workers; and 
22 women who supplied food, drink and other supplies to the 
rescuers - 339 in all. 


A communication and food pipe line had been sunk while the main 
rescue shaft was laboriously dug at an angle to intersect with 
the small chamber holding the three trapped men. 


Days went by as slowly the Draegermen neared their target. On 
the eighth day the dreaded news was sent up the communications 
pipeline that the lawyer, Herman McGill had succumbed to the 
rigours of the entombment and died. 


From "The Boston Globe”, April 22, 1956: 
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A. Savrann, Traveler’ artist, has drawn this picture of the dramatic drive to rescue Dr, D. E. Robertson 
and Charles A. Scadding at Moose River, N. 


Dr. Robertson and Alfred Scadding, together with the body of 
Herman McGill, were brought to the surface just after noon on 


Aoril 23ra. 


Robertson and Scadding were taken to nearby Long Lake where 
flew the rescued 


seaplanes, beached at the head of the lake, 


men to Halifax. 


Some time later the Department of Mines of the Province of Nova 
Scotia created medals to be awarded to all of the 339 individuals 


comprising the rescue teams. 


The Moose River (Nova Scotia) Conspicuous Service Medal 


The medal is in a dull gold colour with enamel, made by the 

firm of Birks of Canada, rectangular in shape, 14" (vertical) 
1Z" (horizontal), suspended by a ring from a ribbon 13" wide 

in the colours of the Province of Nova Scotia - white centre 


with mid-blue wide side stripes. 


Obverse: The full coat of arms of the Province of Nova SCODLA. 
with the centre shield in blue, white and red enamel. Bracketing 
the arms are branches of oak or laurel. 


On a ribbon across the top are the words "NOVA SCOTIA" while 
Similarly at the bottom are "DEPARTMENT OF MINES" 


Reverse: The words "FOR CONSPICUOUS SERVICE - MOOSE RIVER N.S. 
APRIL 1936" with a ribbon at the bottom for engraving the name 


of the recipient. The medal shown carries the name 
“Mok sis CHARLIOK” 
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The presentation of the medals to all recipients took place 
at a function held at Stellarton (N.S.) Legion in April 1936. 


A World War I veteran, 


sits among them. 


The roll of recipients, 


in entirety here, 


Corporal Reginald Fred Hooffe Charlick, 


being rather large is not duplicated 
rather the list of the 166 underground men 


only is given, but readers are advised that the remainder (151 


surface workers and 22 women) are in the authors files, 
any relative questions be raised. 


The list is printed under the sub-headings of location in 
order, as printed by the Halifax Chronicle of May 8, 1936 
the heading "ROLL CALL OF RESCUE WORKERS" 


From Stellarton, N.S. 


Trueman Geddes 
Wm.Gillingwater 
Douglas McCloud 
C. R. Baxter 

John R. MacDonald 
George McGraw 
Jack Pitts 

Andrew Purves 
Whitney Purves 
Jack Hunt 


Robert Naisse 
George B. 
Thomas Isaacs 
Russell Works 


Steve McKenzie 
James Boutilier 
Leo MacKay 


CIL£I Smith 
Richard Black 
Blair Gordon 
Edgar Fukes 

John Clark 

Pat Lennon 

George Vacheresse 
Allan MacDonald 
Frank Spiers 
Cecil Walton 


should 


random 
with 


. Gammon 
. Robertson 
.R. Campbell 
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F. MacKay 
Chas. Fleming 
Joe Dakens 
Bernard Lynch 
Alex. Semple 
Frank Urhens 
Hugh Tait 
Benedict Nugent 
Joe Rerthorne 
Frank Weeks 

J. R. Campbell Mel Murphy 
Richard McPherson Louis Reid 
Emmerson Vacheresse Nathan Redden 
Fraser Bordeaux Stanley Brown 
Josh Sheppard Stephen Brown 
Alex. Grant Frank Dominick 
Lewis Dupuis A. Williams 
William Bordeaux Stanley Stewart 
Byron Fraser Earl Redden 
Joe Campbell Herb Murphy 

J. Corbett Timothy Brown 
Thomas Lennon Carigomscn 
Warren McDougall Art McPherson 
Claire Lowe Gordon Howe 


-~Daroch 
LLoyd 
-A. Doyle 


Fred Gallola 


From OCaribois,. N.S. 


Percy Tabor 
Fred Tabor 
Seamore Terris 
Duncan McNeil 
Frank Stevens 
Robert Smith 
H. Oulton 

Dan Davis 

A. Fhillaps 


From other points 


Dick Clark 
Alonza Zwicker 
Walter Salors 
William Geddes 
A.R. Lawrence 
Scott McKenzie 
George Madill 
Dan McDougall 
A.D. McLeod 
William Brown 
Wallace Jackson 
Norman Miller 
Jack Grady 


J. Kia sampson Fred Kerry Geor. Purdy 

C. Morrell Bernard Belmore Fred McDonnell 

L. Bordeaux E. Pevvot George Paterson 

K. Rumbly John Porter Arthur Wasson 

J. Nearing J.C. Cooke 

F. Rumbly From Goldenville, 5 William Mattie 

V. Maher, Jr. Thomas Thompson 

R. MacDonald Kitchener Leslie Frank Sims 

E. Simpson Ray Rodenhiser James Taylor 

A. McNeil George Hirschfield John C. McDonnell 
Trueman Hirschfield Bernard McLennan 

From Westville, Jou)  Rachards Durd le Henry McDonald 


Syd. Darroch 
Alex. Muir 

John Carrigan 
Tom Carrigan 


Charles Lockhart 


Michael Waddens 


Francis Campbell 


Joe Cyr 

Tom McKinnon 
Harry Bennett 
Joe Chennell 
Otto Fraser 
Hugh Findlay 
Joe Chabassol 
C.D. Sampson 


Sinclair McMillan 
George Mitchell 
Elmer Moran 


ine Lindalk 
Pratrksd Pignet 
J. Bonface 
Peter Barasick 
W. MacDonald 
E. MacDonald 
John Scott 
Neil MacDonald 
E. Winters 

C. Hattie 

O. Leslie 

RF oh. Charlick 


—— ee ae oe =—= 


From Springhill, N.S. 


Jim Rushton 


Reginald Fred Hooffe CHARLICK 


Reg Charlick was born on October 5, 1889 in Plymouth, Devon, 
was educated there and then took up trade as an electrician. 


He served for a short time in the 5th. Devon Regiment 
(Territorial Force), married and then, in the years before the 
Great War decided to emigrate to Canada, planning for his wife, 
Gertrude, to join him there when he was settled. 


He was employed in Ontario when the Great War broke out and 
on April 26, 1916 he enlisted in the 228th. Battalion of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force, a battalion which was raised in 
Northern Ontario as the "Northern Fusiliers". 


The Battalion sailed on February 16, 1917 and served in France 
as the 6th. Battalion, Canadian Railway Troops. 


Reg Charlick rose to the rank of Corporal and then made 
application to join the fledgling Royal Flying Corps. He was 
given the rank of Flight Cadet but while undergoing training 
armistice was declared. 


He returned to Canada and, with his wife, resided in Kirkland 
Lake, Ontario, studying for and working in the mining industry. 


While at Kirkland Lake he joined the British Empire Service 
League (now the Royal Canadian Legion) and became President 
of the Kirkland Lake Branch in 1932. 


He subsequently relocated to Goldenville, Nova Scotia and worked 
as a miner/electrician there and was a member of the underground 
Draegermen team at the Moose River Gold Mine disaster in 1936, 
being awarded the Medal for Conspicuous Service of the Department 
of Mines of the Government of Nova Scotia for his service there. 


Reg Charlick's medals consist 
ei tihe: Bratesh War and, Victory 
Medals, the Nova Scotia 
Department of Mines medal for 
the Moose River mine disaster 
and the British Empire Service 
League Past President's medal 
of the Kirkland Lake Branch 
fom 833-52), 


The reverse of the latter medal 
is shown to the right. 
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References and sources: 


- Moose River Gold Mines Museum, Middle Musquodoboit, Nova Scotia 
- "A History of Moose River Gold Mines" by Forrest C. Higgins 
- The Halifax Chronicle, Halifax, Nova Scotia - May 8, 1936 


- "Ten Days in Hell: the 1926 Moose River Mine Disaster - 
Shirley Collingridge 


- Veterans Affairs Canada 
- The Boston Traveler - April 14, 1936 


- The Boston Globe - April 22, 1936 


With special thanks to Claire Castle, Supervisor, Musquodoboit 
Valley Tourist Association - you were great, Claire. 


ka 


The Public Works Medals of British Columbia 


by Ronald Greene 
PW0100 The Agassiz — Rosedale Bridge Agassiz 


This is a steel, Cantilever Truss Bridge completed across the Fraser River in 1956. I 
remember using the ferry before the bridge was built when we went to Harrison Hot Springs. 
a) Aluminum:Round:34% mm:1956 3,000 issued 
b) according to the late Bob Eveleigh’s notes there were also 500 issued in silver, but I have 
not encountered any of these 


PW0200 The Peace River Power Project Dawson Creek 


a) Round:39 mm:1967 10,000 were issued in a brass finish. The maker, Pressed Metal 
Products, made “brass” pieces by striking them in copper and finishing them with a brass plating. I 
was told that this gave the dies a longer life. The following also exist: 

b) in copper, apparently a piece that missed the plating step 


Cc) an obverse, uniface striking, possibly unique 
d) a reverse, uniface striking, possibly unique 
PW0300 The Alex Fraser Bridge Delta 


a) Square:38 mm:1986 

These aluminum pieces have a ring through the hole, with a split ring for a key chain. No 
off metals are known. The bridge, which was the world’s longest cable-stayed bridge when it was 
opened is 930 metres long. The main span is 465 metres. It carries six lanes of traffic from 
Annacis Island south across an arm of the Fraser River. The bridge was named after the late Alex 
Fraser who had served as British Columbia’s Minister of Transportation. 


PW0400 The Overlander Bridge “Erected by ....” Kamloops 


The bridge crosses the North Thompson River from Kamloops to North Kamloops. In the 
1960's it appears to have been relatively easy to get permission to strike additional public works 
medals. The series is rife with restrikes, sometimes in metals or finishes that were not original. 
Most, if not all, of the Overlander Bridge restrikes have a die break running the width of the medal 
across the lower part of the provincial Coat-of-Arms. This is shown as aR). There is also a mule 
with the 1962 “Constructed By ...” obverse. 


a) Aluminum:R:39:1961 2,000 struck and this is the “official” medal: 

aR)  Aluminum:R:39 an unknown number of restrikes, with a die-break as noted 

b) Antiqued Silver:R:39 according to Bob Eveleigh there were 12 struck for 
special presentations. 

bR) — Silver:R:39 bright finish, with a die-break as noted 
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PW0450a 


PW0410 The Overlander Bridge Mule Kamloops 


a) Brass:Round:39 mm There was a series of restrikes in brass finish that was done 
about 1966. Since the 1961 “Erected by ...” die was broken, the 1962 “Constructed by ...” die 
meant for the Deas Island Tunnel was used. These pieces are thinner (less than 2 mm) than the 
aluminum pieces which are about 3% mm in thickness. The brass pieces didn’t strike up as sharply 
as the original aluminum pieces. 

b) Silver:Round:39 mm The numbers struck are unknown. 


PW0450 Kaslo Court House Kaslo 


This a rare piece. It was struck to commemorate the laying of the comer stone for the new 
Kaslo Court House and the Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary. The commerstone was 
said to have a 1911 coin in addition to two newspapers from Kaslo and Nelson, a coronation badge, 
a program of the day’s proceedings and a photograph of the Mayor. 
a) Aluminum:Round:38% mm 


PW0500 The Port Mann Bridge Port Mann 


The Port Mann bridge, opened in 1964, crosses the Fraser River a short distance east of New 
Westminster. The bridge is about 2,225 metres in length and was the last major link in the Trans 
Canada Highway. Since it is part of the Trans Canada Highway the federal government would have 
made a contribution which is noted on the obverse of the medal. The bridge is a stiffened tied-arch 
structure with as 387 metre long main span. It carried four lanes of traffic until June 2001 when a 
fifth lane was opened. 

a) Brass Finish:39 mm:1964 3,000 were struck according to Bob Eveleigh’s notes 


b) Aluminum: two were reportedly struck 
C) Silver: three were reportedly struck 
PW0600 The Portage Mountain Dam Portage Mountain 


A ceremony to mark the completion of the dam was held in September 1967. The dam was 
renamed the W.A.C. Bennett Dam. It is a large earth-filled dam, 183 metres high, located at the 
head of the Peace River Canyon, 21 km. west of Hudson’s Hope. It was built to provide hydro- 
electric power to the province. The reverse shows a truck being filled from a large gravel bin. 

a) Brass:Round:39 mm:1966 
b) Copper, with an added loop, 


PW0700 Revelstoke Dam Project Revelstoke 


The Revelstoke Dam is a 175 metre high concrete dam and generating station on the 
Columbia River only a few kilometers north of Revelstoke. It was not built under the Columbia 
Treaty. The only example of this medal that I have seen is set into a clear plastic block, 75 mm in 
diameter and 20 mm thick. The piece appears to be cast from Pewter or Lead. 

a) Pewter or Lead: Round: Bifacial: 51 mm 
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PW0800 The Deas Thruway Deas Island, Richmond 


The Deas Thruway was completed in 1962. It is the main route south from Vancouver to 
Seattle (Highway 99), and to the B.C. Ferries terminal at Tsawwassen for connections to Swartz 
Bay (for Victoria), Duke Point (Nanaimo) and the Gulf Islands. The Deas Tunnel under the Fraser 
River, now called the George Massey Tunnel, was opened in March 1959. George Massey was an 
M.L.A. for Delta from 1956 to 1960 who had advocated a permanent crossing to replace the ferry 


a) Aluminum: Round:39 mm: _ this was the piece distributed 

b) Silver: probably given to a few special guests 

c) Antiqued Copper: this was not an official metal 

d) Brass: on a thin brass planchet, a restrike of 1966 
PW0900 Last Tolls Deas Thruway, Richmond 


These were struck for the occasion of the last tolls collected on the Oak Street Bridge and 
Deas Thruway in 1964 


a) Brass: Round:39 mm this was the piece distributed, 1962 
b) Silver: probably given to a few special guests, on a thin planchet 
PW1000 Alexandra Bridge “Erected Jointly ....” Spuzzum 


This is the correct medal for the Alexandra Bridge at Spuzzum. It is the third bridge at the 
site in the Fraser Canyon. The first bridge, a suspension type, was built in 1862 by J oseph Trutch 
under contract for the original gold rush Cariboo Road. The road fell out of use when the C.P. 
Railway was built through the canyon and the original bridge was washed out in 1887. The next 
bridge, also a suspension bridge was built in 1925 when a highway through the canyon was built. It 
was abandoned in 1962 when the current bridge was opened and is in danger of collapsing due to 
neglect. 


a) Aluminum: Round:39 mm ___ this was the distributed piece 

b) Silver: 12 were said to be made 

C) Antiqued copper: this was not an authorized metal 

d) Brass: on a thin brass planchet, a restrike of 1966 
PW1010 Alexandra Bridge “Constructed by ...” [mule] Spuzzum 


These are mules produced using the 1962 “Constructed by ...” obverse. Since there were no 
original medals using this combination of dies we can’t call them restrikes although they were 
struck later. 


a) Aluminum: Round:39 mm 
b) Silver: 
Cc) Antiqued Copper: this was not an authorized metal 
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PW1100 1912 Trail Bridge Trail 


The original medals were struck by Birks. They are finished with a dark chocolate colour 
and exhibit a square edge because they were struck in a collar.. Years later Pressed Metal Products 
started doing the striking of medals for Birks and consequently the dies were left in PMP’s hands. 
Restrikes in bright copper and aluminum were distributed at the 1959 Victoria Numismatic Society 
dinner. Apart from the colour difference the restrikes were not struck in a collar and are slightly 
larger in diameter, i.e. 38 mm. They also have a slightly rounded edge. 


a) Chocolate finished copper:Round:37’2 mm 


aR) Bright copper:Round:38 mm a 1959 restrike 
bR)  Aluminum:Round:38 mm a 1959 restrike 
cR)  Brass:Round:38 mm this was a sample, which was not accepted 
PW1200 New Trail Bridge “Erected by...” Trail 
This bridge opened in 1961 to replace the 1912 bridge. The correct wording was “Erected 
YY ay 
a) Aluminum:Round:39 mm 200 struck, this was the medal distributed 
aR) Aluminum:Round:39 mm the die cracked when restrikes were being made 
b) Silver:Round:39 mm According to Bob Eveleigh’s notes there were 24 


silver medals struck “with cracked die”. The die crack has been polished, removing signs of it from 
the field, but not the recesses. This would have been labour intensive and unlikely for restrikes. 
Was this the medal that was distributed to dignitaries and special guests or was it a “restrike?” 


PW1210 New Trail Bridge “Constructed by ...” [mule] Trail 
Another mule made during restriking. 

a) Aluminum: Round:39 mm 

b) Silver: 

9) Thin Brass: one of the 1966 series of restrikes 

PW1300 Granville & Westminster Bridges Vancouver 


There are three different medals, in different sizes, struck for the opening of these two 
bridges in 1909. The name of Westminster Avenue was changed to Main Street a couple of years 
later. The bridge was removed in June 1921 when the shallow waters were filled and the Canadian 
Northern Railway terminal built. We have not seen any off-metals although one piece where the 
tops of the letters have been rubbed shows a brassy colour. Perhaps the medals were struck in brass 
and not bronze. The obverse has a maple leaf wreath around. 

a) Chocolate Bronze (or Brass): Round:32 mm 


PW1310 Granville & Westminster Bridges Vancouver 


Of the three medals struck for the 1909 bridge openings this is the scarcest. The reverse die 
is similar to that of PW1300, but is not exactly the same. 
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a) Chocolate Bronze: Round: 33% mm: no wreath. 
b) There is a lead die trial of the reverse paired with a die featuring Chief Seattle’s daughter, 
Angeline. 


[rubbings are used for illustrations of PW1300 and PW1310 as their dark colour makes it 
difficult to get a usable scan] 


PW1320 Granville & Westminster Bridges Vancouver 


This piece more often than not comes in a nice case and was probably intended for 
presentation to dignitaries. The obverse features the Arms of the City of Vancouver. The colour of 
the bronze varies from quite reddish to brown. 

a) Bronze: Round: 38 mm 


PW1400 Georgia Viaduct Vancouver 


In 1972 the crumbling old Georgia Viaduct was replaced by a new Georgia Viaduct which 
provided much better traffic flow above the rail yards. 


a) Antiqued Brass:Round:39 mm the issue piece 
b) Copper:Round:39 mm probably an unfinished piece 
PW1500 Cambie Street Bridge Vancouver 


At the time of writing this is the last medal issued for a major public work in British 
Columbia. It is interesting that two names appear on the medal, Mayor Michael Harcourt, and 
Alderman Gordon Campbell, both of whom went on to become the Premier of British Columbia. 
a) Antiqued Bronze:Round:38 mm 


PW1600 New Parliament Buildings Victoria 


This piece is dated 1897, but the Parliament Buildings were not officially opened until 
February 2, 1898 and then not by Lt.-Gov. Edgar Dewdney who had retired by the end of 1897, but 
by his replacement, Lt.-Gov. Thomas R. McInnes. However Edgar Dewdney had visited the Lt- 
Governor’s suite in the buildings in October 1897 so the medal must be related to that visit. The 
pieces were struck by Henry Jenkins & Sons of Birmingham, England. They feature the then newly 
designed Arms of British Columbia. A number of the pewter pieces were found in Nova Scotia, 
recovered from an old wreck [CNJ 1962, p. 570]. Some of the Copper pieces, in proof condition, 
are encountered in E.A. Morris cases. Apparently this company, a well-known tobacconist, had 
acted as an agent in obtaining the medals. 
a) Pewter: Round:37% mm 


b) Copper: 
c) Silver: 
22 November 2007 
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OIL SPRINGS, ONT 150 th ANNIVERSARY 
2008 


By Lorne Barnes CATC #1200 


The Village of Oil Springs owes its existence to centuries of oil seepage, which formed gum beds south of 
the village. Oil Springs is located in south central Enniskillen Township in the county of Lambton. A 
geologist hunting for a source of illuminating oil that first recognized the gum beds possibilities and 
brought them to the attention of Charles Nelson Tripp and his brother, Henry Tripp. 


The Tripp’s examined the beds, determined to distill the gum to make caulking, asphalt, varnishes and 
hopefully a burning fluid. They bought 800 acres, and in 1854 Charles Tripp established the International 
Mining Company. The next year Tripp’s asphalt won recognition at the Universal Exhibition in Paris, 
France. 


In the Tripp’s time Oil Springs was surrounded with miles of bogs and bush with no means of 
transportation. He was in financial difficulties and in 1857 his 800 acres were seized for his debt. Six 
hundred of the seized acres came into the possession of James Miller Williams, a well-to-do carriage and 
railway car maker of Hamilton, Ont. 


Williams also came to the gum beds with the idea of producing an illuminating fluid. When the well dug 
on his property filled with crude oil, the following cautious account appeared in the Sarnia Observer on 
August 18, 1858; 


“Two weeks ago we noted the discovery 
in the township of Enniskillen of an 
abundant supply of mineral oil which 
the owner of the land was taking the 
steps for making available for the 
purpose of light....by erecting works 
for purifying said oil and making it 
fit for use” 


The first oil boom began, speculators bought up land and riddled the ground with wells and the oil 
flowed. By 1862 the practice of digging wells gave way to drilling. Using a spring pole, a device 
consisting of a line and a bit that was lowered from the end of a string of ash poles hung from a beam 
which rose and fell through the power generated by a man throwing his weight on and off a teeter-totter 
device. 


The settlement at the oil fields, first called Black Creek, had grown rapidly. The name Black Creek no 
long seemed appropriate and the first post office with John Bartley as postmaster, opened April 1, 1859 
under the name of Oil Springs. In 1860 the village was laid out on a site of 1966 acres traversed by Black 
Creek, a tributary of the Sydenham River. 
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Photo: John Boyd, Archives of Ontario - Gusher Petrolia, Ont circa 1902 


The money flowed in just like the oil. Every lot on Main Street was taken; the street was planked and lit 
with oil lamps. Stage coaches gave daily service to Wyoming, Ont over the “12 mile mud hole” that was 
planked by 1863. Surrounding land prices rose from $2 an acre before the discovery of Oil to $100 an 
acre. 
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Photo: Pesha Photo - The Landscape of Oil Springs, Ont 
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Oil Springs Chronicle office (photographer unknown) — 


On April 23, 1862 the first issue of the “Oil Springs Chronicle”, (Lambton’s first daily) appeared. That 
same year James M. Williams brought distinction to the village by winning two prizes at the International 
Exhibition in London, England, one for his discovery of crude oil and the other for refining crude into 
lamp oil. 


Business was good enough that, according to the local paper, there were eight general stores, five 
blacksmith shops, two shoe shops, twenty-five carpenters, one cabinet shop, two tailors, five cooperages, 
an agency of the Bank of Montreal, one physician and five hotels. 


A road made of oak planks cut with moveable steam sawmills was built at great expense by the Plank 
Road Co. By 1865 the Florence-Sarnia Plank Road was complete from Sarnia to Oil Springs and partially 
maintained by tolls. It was in disrepair by 1867, due to the loss of bridges. The section between the 8” line 
and 4" line were closed in the 1880’s and never reopened. 
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The Plank Road Company Stock Certificate 


By 1865 the village had incorporated and the population was close to 2000 people. Prosperity vanished in 
1866. The US Civil War of 1861-1865 had caused a great number of Americans to go home. The Fenian 
uprising caused uneasiness among many people who thought they may take over Canada and make the 
currency valueless. Between 1865-1871 the population dropped from 2000 to 551. 
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Oil Springs, ‘Ont - Logo 


By 1866 oil was less than a dollar a barrel and for 15 years the oil fields stalled. The price of oil did not 
justify more drilling in the village. The oilmen moved to Petrolia where the wells were producing more 
abundantly. Oil Springs started to revive after 1881 when oil prices finally started to rise. Oilmen moved 
back from Petrolia and started to drill deeper wells but the village would never see the boom town 
population of 1860. 


23 


It was during this period from 1881 to 1914 that five known Oil Springs 
Merchant’s issued due bill tokens. In the 20" century Oil Springs 
merchants not only depended on the oil fields but also the local farming 
community for their survival. The known merchants of the second oil 
boom that issued tokens are as follows. A.D. Armstrong issued a set of 
round aluminum tokens. The known denominations are lc, 5c, 10c, 25c, 
50c, and $1. All the tokens are good for merchandise. To the right is an 
example of the Armstrong token. W.S. Duggan issued a set of three 
octagonal brass tokens. The known denominations are Ic, 2c, 5c. All the 
tokens are good for merchandise. G.H. Thompson issued a set of round 
aluminum tokens. The known denominations are 1c, 5c, 25c, 50c, $1.All 
the tokens are good for trade. GH. Thompson also issued a second set. 
They are aluminum and round and the known denominations 
are 5c, 10c and read good for merchandise instead of trade. 
L. Welsh issued a set of round brass tokens. The known 
denominations are 2c, 10c, and 25c. All the tokens are good 
for trade. W.G. Griffin issued a scalloped aluminum token; 
the only known denomination is lc. To the right is the 
reverse of the A.D. Armstrong token. Notice the words Good 
For/ 1c/ in/ Merchandise. The first issue of G.H. Thompson 
and the issue by L. Welsh read Good For/ denomination/ in 
Trade. 


Circa 1900 Oil Springs, Ont Main Street, Building to left of Bank of Toronto is W.S. Duggan’s Store 
Photographer Pesha Photo 
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One hundred and fifty years later the village is still producing oil that made this community possible. 
The picture below is of the flats east of downtown. To right is the United Church; left is the school and 
foreground is the tripod derrick that dotted most of the landscape of Oil Springs in the early days. 


Sources: 
Canada West’s Last Frontier by Jean Turnbull Elford 
www.2008celebrate.com 


www.petroliaheritage.com 


Visit the Oil Museum of Canada during the 150" anniversary of Oil Springs (2008) 

Displays on the oil industry's progression from kerosene lighting to modern refineries, geological exhibits 
and more can be found at the Oil Museum of Canada. The site is the historical home of North America's 
first commercial oil well. 

Address: 2423 Kelly Rd Oil Springs ON NON 1P0 

Telephone | 519 834-2840 
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NEWFOUNDLAND RAILROAD, INDUSTRY 
AND THE HORWOOD LUMBER COMPANY 


By Lorne Barnes CATC #1200 
The late 1800s were a difficult time for Newfoundland and Labrador’s traditional 
economy. Falling prices and decades of over-exploitation forced both the cod 
and seal fisheries into decline, yet few employment opportunities existed outside 
these troubled sectors. Government officials recognized the economy could no 
longer support a growing population and hoped to create jobs by exploiting other 
natural resources. The construction of the new railroad made this possible. For 
the first time the country could exploit their forest and mineral products. Prior to 
the railroad, the boat was the main mode of transportation, as roads to the 
interior were scarce, making inland travel difficult. The growth of land based 
industries during the 1890's and the first half of the 20th century helped diversify 
Newfoundland's economy into sectors other than the fishery. As new lumber 
companies opened, the country began to export larger quantities of forest 
products. Soon, Newfoundland expanded from a single based economy into 
one based on three: fish, forest, and mineral products. 
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The Newfoundland Railway (photographer, date and location unknown) 
Courtesy of Library and Archives Canada 


During the first few decades of the 1900s, numerous new mills, logging operations, and 
mines appeared along the railway. As industry officials discovered more mineral and 
forest resources in the island’s interior, they often built new roads or spur tracks linking 
their operations to the main railway or to more populated centres. As a result, the 
development of land-based industries not only occurred because of new modes of 
transportation, but also aided in their proliferation. 
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Newfoundland Railway 
Mainline, 1898 
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Newfoundland Railway Mainline, 1898. 
When railway construction was completed in 1898, the main track ran northerly from the Avalon Peninsula to the 


Exploits Valley before turning south and ending at Port aux Basques. 
Map by Tanya Saunders. ©2001 Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Web Site. 


The Horwood brothers were born in Carbonear, Nfld. Reuben started his career 
operating a sawmill at Clarke's Beach, Nfld. with his brother William. After the Great Fire 
of 1892 that destroyed much of downtown St. John's, there was a great demand for 
building materials. To help meet the demand, the Horwood Brothers began a 
lumberyard and woodworking factory in St. John’s. The Horwood's quickly became a 
huge success and their business, the Horwood Lumber Co. was the largest building 
material company in St. John's, Nfld by the turn of the century. By 1901 Newfoundland 
boosted close to 200 sawmills and employed close to 2400 workers. The Horwood's 
looked to the Notre Dame Bay area of the interior for their growth as a company. Taking 
advantage of the railroad in 1901 they formed the company town of Horwood, Nfid. and 
built a sawmill. This operation ran until 1955. The railway was not without problems to 
the forest industry with sparks and improperly disposed hot cinders of locomotives, 
regularly causing fires. The forest industry was to blame as well as improperly 
maintained boilers that powered their steam saw mills caused a great deal of damage to 
the forest that provided their existence. The town of Indian Arm River burnt to the 
groundin1904 including the sawmill owned by the Campbell Lumber Co. The Horwood 
Lumber Co. rebuilt the town and sawmill, and changed the name to Campbellton in 
1905. The Campbellton operation failed due to a decline of white pine. 
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A major problem facing the Horwood Lumber Co., was the difficulty with 
getting currency to the remote areas to meet the payroll. The use of tokens 
was chosen to over come the currency problems, and with government 
authorization secured, the first tokens were issued about 1912. Since the 
majority of the payroll found its way back to the company stores, the tokens 
formed a satisfactory medium of currency as proven with their long period 

of use. The tokens were at all times redeemable for cash, and were 

accepted and used over a vast area by individuals not directly connected 

with the Horwood Lumber Co. The earliest tokens were made of pasteboard, 
and soon proved to be unsatisfactory due to soiling and were easily 

damaged. In 1914 the Company issued metal tokens, the composition, 
dimension, and denomination which are as follows: the first five tokens are made 
of aluminum 5c-21mm, 10c-24mm, 25c-28mm, 50c-31mm, $1-35mm, the 

next two are made of brass $2-21mm and $5-24mm. Separate issues 

were struck for Horwood and Campbellton, the N.D.B. on the tokens 

stand for Notre Dame Bay. The metal tokens of the Horwood Lumber Co. 
remained in continuous use from 1914 to about 1945. The metal tokens 

were issued by the Thistle Rubber Type Co. of Sombra, Ont. The Campbellton 
operation failed in 1923 due to decline in white pine. 


The above issue is from Campbellton, Nfld. Top row left to right 5c, 10c, 25c, 
50c, $1. The second row left to right is the reverse side of the $5 token, $5, $2 
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The above issue is from Horwood, Nfld. Top row left to right 5c, 10c, 25c, 
50c, $1. The second row left to right is the reverse side of the $5 token, $5, $2 


Sources 

Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Web Site 
Memorial University web Site 

Library and Archives Canada 

Thanks to an article by Stuart Kenning M.D 


To left is a photo of a typical sawmill. 


Botwood Mill, ca. 1900 
By the mid 1800’s sawmills began to emerge 
around the island. 


Courtesy of the Centre for Newfoundland 
Studies Archives (col.131) Newfoundland 
Library St John’s, Nfld. 
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Tokens of Stratford 

By Harry N. James FCNRS 
In my Guide to Ontario Tokens, there is a set of due bills listed issued by a Mcllhargey in Stratford, 
Ontario. The listing in the “Guide” gives his initial as “G”, however, the merchant’s name was 
Clement Mcllhargey so the listing ts either in error or the tokens are mis-printed. As yet I have not 
seen a specimen of the tokens. The tokens range from 1¢ to $1.00 and are struck from aluminum and 
round in shape. 


The inscription on the obverse reads: G. McILHARGEY / GROCERIES / 
CONFECTIONERY / & SEEDS / STRATFORD, ONT. The reverse has the denominations. 


Stratford and Perth county business directories are on file in micro-fiche at the Perth County 
Archives which are housed in the old Registry Office in Stratford. In 1896, a C. MclIlhargey is listed 
with Groceries, Seeds, Fruits, etc. His business address was listed as 5 Market Street, while his 
dwelling place was on the north side of Huron Street, one houses east of St. Vincent. The directory 
for 1898-1900 puts the business at 7 Market Street and gives his name as Clement Mcllhargey. An 
ad placed in the directory for 1900-1902 gives a phone number of 64 for the business. By 1907 
Clement Mcllhargey is listed as the manager for the Stratford Wholesale Grocery Co. His address 
was listed as 22 Huron Street. By 1911 he is living at 16 Norman Street and 1914 through 1918 has 
the same information with the addition of a Carroll McIlhargey working for the business as a clerk. 
By 1920 Clement is listed as the president of Stratford Wholesale Grocery Co., and A. Carroll is an 
accountant. By 1923 the business has moved to 31 Brunswick Street and Clement Mcllhargey has 
obviously retired, being listed only as living at 16 Norman Street. A.C. Mclihargey is now listed as 
the wholesale grocer at 31 Brunswick. By 1930 the business has come to an end and A.C. 
Mcllhargey is selling automobiles. 


The tokens were very likely in use between the years 1896 and 1907 as this was the time 
frame when the business was run under the Mclihargey name. 


Tke Cranston Novelty Company of Galt and later Toronto was responsible for producing a large 
number of tokens used throughout Ontario with British-Boer war designs as well as tokens for the 
Christmas - New Year of 1902 - 1903 season depicting a turkey. Knechtel & Co., a boot & shoe 
business in Stratford made use of both styles of these tokens. These tokens were all round and 28 
mm in diameter and were struck in aluminum, copper, brass and white metal. The obverse of all the 
tokens read: LEADING SHOE MERCHANTS / OF STRATFORD, ONT. / SLATER, / HAGER 
& / EMPRESS / SHOE AGENTS / TRY US FOR YOUR NEXT PAIR / SATISFACTION / 
GUARANTEED / KNECHTEL & Co. The reverses: BRITISH-BOER WAR / PEACE / IN / 
SOUTH / AFRICA / OCT. 11. 1899. TO MAY 31. 1902. (Clasped hands), and - WISHING YOU 
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS / 1902 / 1903 / AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR (A turkey). From the 
tokens themselves it is easy to see that this company was in business at the turn of the 19" and 20" 


centuries. 


This firm can be seen listed in the 1896 directory for the City of Stratford. Two Knechtel 
brothers, Aaron and Gideon Knechtel were the owners. Knechtel & Co. was located at 18 Market. 
The company is not listed in the directory for 1888. 


In 1898-1900 the firm is still Knechtel & Co., however the owners are listed as Aaron 
Knechtel and Moses Schlotzhauer and the address was listed as 16 Market. From sometime in 1900 
until 1906 the address is given as 17 Market. By 1907 Moses Schlotzhauer is no longer with the firm 
and he is listed as a contractor. In 1909, Knechtel & Co. Boots & Shoes is located at 26 Downie. 
During 1923 through 1925 there were two more address changes, 103 Ontario Street and 32 
Wellington Street with both Howard and William Knechtel being listed as salesmen. In 1925 a Cora 
Knechtel was working as a book keeper for the store. This was the last year of operation for 
Knechtel & Co. The ownership of the store was now with J. H. Robinson and Howard Knechtel 
remained with him as a salesman. Aaron Knechtel is listed as a salesman for E. Smith & Son at this 
time. Knechtel & C. had operated in Stratford for approximately 30 years. 
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Wwe ott, a grocer in Stratford was another to make use of tokens in connection with his 
business. His store used due bill tokens in the denominations of from 1¢ to $1. The tokens were all 
of aluminum and the 1¢ through to the 50¢ tokens were round and varied in size from 18 mm for the 
cent to 31 mm for the 50¢ token. The dollar was scalloped in shape with 11 scallops and was 35 mm 
in diameter. The obverse of his tokens read: W.L. SCOTT / GROCER / STRATFORD, ONT. The 
reverse: GOOD FOR /1/ IN MERCHANDISE up to GOOD FOR / I% / IN MERCHANDISE. 


A John A. Scott, Groceries & Provisions is listed as early as 1876 at 22 Market Street in 
Stratford. He had a house on Devon Street. By 1880-1881 the store was listed under the ownership 
of Mrs. John A. Scott and the address was given as the Indian Block, Market Street. 


In 1896 W. Lincoln Scott is listed as owner of the grocery and the address is given as 12 
Market. His home address was at the corner of Centre and St. Vincent Streets. The address of 12 
Market might have been in error as by 1898-1900 the address is again given as 22 Market. By 1904 
the business is no longer listed. 
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C&ancan L. Myers was another merchant who made use of an advertising token which dates his 
business, the year 1902 appearing on the piece. The obverse of his tokens reads: DUNCAN L. 
MYERS / HARDWARE / STRATFORD / MARKET SQUARE. The reverse: COVERS THE 
EARTH. / THE BEST MONEY CAN BUY / 1902 /S.W.P. / 1902. The tokens were round, 28 mm 
in diameter and appeared in aluminum, copper, brass and white metal. 


In 1896 Duncan Myers was listed as a clerk in the employ of Kaster & Mock who sold 
hardware, sporting goods, paints, oils, etc. They were located at 3 Wellington, Market Square. 


The years 1898 through 1902 list Duncan Myers as the owner of this business which was still 
at 3 Wellington, Market Square. By 1907 a second Myers Hardware is listed at 6 Wellington, 
probably being operated by a relative. In 1910 Duncan Myers is listed as the owner of a Hardware, 
Plumbing & Heating business at 46 Wellington. 


In 1911, the Hardware, Plumbing & Heating business is listed under the ownership or R. 
Joseph and is now at 99 Ontario Street. Duncan Myers was listed as a hardware dealer by 1912. 
After this he is no longer listed. R. Joseph is still running the business up until 1917 but by 1919 the 
hardware is no longer in operation. H. M. Myers, probably a son of Duncan is listed from the year 
1912 as the owner of a Rexall Drug Store in Stratford. Eventually the Rexall Drug Store would be 
operated at the corer of Ontario and Downie Streets by my uncle, Fred James, for a good number 
of years, giving our family a curious little tie-in to Stratford’s early merchants. 


_A clothing company which operated for about ten years in Stratford also used a token to advertise 


their business. These tokens were probably given out as pocket pieces. This was the Stratford 
Clothing Co. 


In 1900 - 1902 the Stratford Clothing Company was listed on Albert Street with T. E. Tolton, 
a tailor, and Jas. Burke as proprietors. By 1904 - 1906, an Andrew Tilley was general manager with 
R.M. Cassells being the retail manager. They were now located at 12 Market. Tilley was still general 
manager in 1907 with a J. H. Taylor being the retail manager. By 1910 neither Andrew Tilley nor 
the Stratford Clothing Company is listed while John H. Taylor is listed as a tailor. 
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#five cent token and a 1¢ token are listed for R.M. Ballantyne in Stratford. The tokens are of 
aluminum, octagonal in shape, 22 mm and 17mm in diameter respectively. Possibly other 
denominations were used as well, but none are known at the present time. 


The Ballantyne name is seen in Stratford as early as 1876 with John Ballantyne being listed 
as a cheese manufacturer. In 1881 in addition to being a cheese manufacturer, he is also an M.P.P. 
with his office in the Idington Block on Ene Street. 


By 1900-1902 the Ballantyne Dairy Supply Co. was in operation at 7 Ontario Street with 
R.M. (Robert) Ballantyne as owner. By 1909 this firm was listed as Ballantyne, R.M. Ltd. Dairy 
Supplies & Knitted Goods. Ballantyne, Thomas & Sons were listed as cheese and butter exporters. 


By 1913 a K.C. Turnbull is listed as manager or R.M. Ballantyne Company. Thomas 
Ballantyne & Sons are still cheese exporters and a Michael Ballantyne is now president of the 
Stratford Dairy. The year 1916 sees the R.M. Ballantyne Company involved only in knitted goods. 
The company, as it was now, descended from the Stratford Knitting Company which was founded 
in 1903, and the Cardigan Overshoe company and the Ballantyne Dairy Supply Company. There is 
little change until 1937 when F. C. Walker becomes the manager. The factory was located on 
Ballantyne Ave. By 1955 the company was no longer in existence. 


An aluminum token good for 5¢ is known from the R.M. Ballantyne Company. It is 
octagonal in shape and 22 mm in diameter. It was very likely used in conjunction with the dairy and 
cheese operation of his business sometime before 1916. 


The token: 

R.M. BALLANTYNE LIMITED / STRATFORD / ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 5¢ / IN TRADE A-Oc-22 
GOOD FOR / 1¢ / IN TRADE A-Oc-17 
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Communion Token of St. Andrew’s Church 


Theveginnings of Stratford and of St. Andrew’s Church in Stratford came about at nearly the same 


time. 


In 1826 the Canada Company was incorporated by Royal Charter, and the stage was set for 
the beginning of the exploration and settlement of the Huron Tract. This tract was the great forest 
land lying between the settlement of Goderich and Guelph. It consisted of about 1,100,000 acres in 
a triangular shape. 


In the spring of 1827 exploration of the Huron Tract was begun. By 1829, John McDonald, 
superintendent of the surveyors, had drawn up a map of the Huron Tract and the Huron Road, now 
known as Highway 7 & 8. The village site ans the stream were called “Little Thames”. 


Settlers arrived from Scotland Ireland and England as well as some United Empire Loyalists. 


Stratford was named by Thomas Mercer Jones, agent of the Canada Company and Mr. and 
Mrs. Sargint, who arrived in 1832, became the first permanent residents. 


By 1834 about 40 pioneers had settled into the little village. Many of these early settlers were 
of the Presbyterian faith. They gathered at the slopes of a stream, near where the Perth County Court 
House now stands and held open air services. In inclement weather, the Sargints, who owned the 
Shakespeare Inn, allowed the Presbyterians and others to worship in their livery stable. Baptisms and 
marriages were performed in the hotel. 


When the decision was made to build a church, a site had to be chosen. On January 31, 1839, 
a petition signed by the trustees of the congregation was forwarded to Thomas Mercer Jones, 
Commissioner of the Canada Company. They wished to procure a site for a church and burying 
ground and they had made a choice of four lots in the town of Stratford which totalled about one 
acre. When the land was secured in 1839, the committee contacted Mr. David Allan, an architect 
from Guelph, inviting him to come to Stratford to design the building. Although he sent his regrets, 
he did send instructions for building the church. The church building was to be 50 feet long, by 40 
feet wide and 20 feet high at a cost of about $600. Two stoves for heating would cost $22 each and 
there would be seating for 300. 


The cornerstone was laid in 1840 and a frame church was built. This frame church was 
replaced in 1868 by a small Gothic structure. The 1868 building saw major renovations in 1899 and 
a transept was built at the southwest comer of the church in 1904. 


In the early days of the Presbyterian church, communion was observed only two or three times 
a year. The first communion here was observed on June 16, 1839. 
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Elders were required to be present at all Communion sessions. Names of people attending 
were recorded. Before joining the church, applicants were given a personal examination by the 
minister as to character and morals. On communion day the elders convened in front of the pulpit, 
and small metal tokens were given to members and adherents. Tokens existed with “St. Andrew’s 
Church, Stratford, C.W.” imprinted upon them. In 1863 the names of people applying for tokens 
was recorded. In May 1887 Communion cards replaced the tokens. 


Sources 
Various business directories for Stratford and Perth County. 1876 - 1955 
Ever Forward - An Adventure In Faith - A Historv of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 


Stratford, Ontario - 1838-1988, assembled by the Heritage Committee, Jack E. Hayter, chairman, 
printed by the Beacon Herald Fine Printing Division, Stratford, Ontario, 1988 


Businesses and Tokens of Mitchell, Ontario 
By Harry N. James FCNRS 
OVitchell, Ontario is located in Logan Township of Perth County. It also touches both Hibbert and 
Fullerton Townships. It is ideally situated on the intersection of Highways 8 and 23 with Goderich 
to the northwest and Stratford to the southeast. Listowel is a few miles north with London several 
miles to the south. 


A long-running grocery business began there during the very early 1900s. W.J. Levy is 
listed in a Perth County directory as grocer in 1903. His advertisements are first seen in the Mitchell 


Advocate about 1918. 


December 19, 1918 sees him advertising Lake Superior Pickled Herring at $9.50 a keg which 
he states is cheaper than meat. 


By July of 1919, he is succeeded by his son, Ferg Levy, whose ads are identical in style with 
only the initial being changed. 


In August of 1920, F. Levy is advertising a car load of bulk salt. Delivery was to me made 
to the customer right from the car. He continues selling Lake Superior herring which available in 
25, 50 or 100 pound kegs. 


By June of 1921 he is referring to the business as Levy’s “Market Corner Store”. In 1925 
he was calling himself “Mitchell’s only Cash & Carry Grocery” - Market Corner. In 1931 both F. 
Levy and John T. Levy are listed in a Perth County directory as grocers and the business carries on 
much the same until the early 1940s. 


In 1942 the Levy business had changed to that of a chopping mill and restaurant or lunch 
counter. Levy’s Lunch and Levy’s Feed Store continued until about 1959 or 1960 after which time 
there are no more ads for the family ending a long running business venture that spanned at least 
three generations. 


The second of the Levys, Ferg, used due bill tokens while he was operating the grocery 
business. A 5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and a $1.00 token are known. These are made of aluminum and scalloped 
and range from 22 mm to 35 mm in diameter. 


The tokens: F. LEVY’S LIMITED / MITCHELL / ONT. 


GOOD FOR / 5¢ / IN / MERCHANDISE A-Sc7-22 
GOOD FOR / 10¢ / IN / MERCHANDISE A-Sc-8-25 
GOOD FOR / 25¢ / IN / MERCHANDISE A-Sc-9-28 


GOOD FOR / $1"/IN / MERCHANDISE A-Sc10-35 


In the Mitchell Advocate of 25 February, 1924, the last ad of a long running business in 
Mitchell appears. The ad is of Couch & Schneider & Co. Ltd. who state: 


“A fier 23 years of business relationship with the citizens of Mitchell and surrounding country 
we have sold our business to Messrs. G. Edighoffer & Son and we wish to take this opportunity to 
thank the public for the patronage and loyalty which we have enjoyed and which we now bespeak 
for our successors. Yours Sincerely, The Couch & Schneider Co. Ltd. Mitchell, Ont. 


Thus we get the beginning of another firm, their successor, which was to serve the citizens 
of Mitchell and the surrounding area right up into the 1980s. 


This firm had large display ads on a regular weekly basis for many years, always signing 
themselves as G. Edighoffer & Son, until the last few years of their existence when it was just 
Edighoffer’s. They were a large department store, selling all types of goods and groceries. Their 
ads during the mid 1920s asked the populace to bring in their live poultry Tuesdays & Thursdays 
before noon. Highest prices paid. 


A 1931 directory for Perth County list both Geo. Edighoffer and L. Edighoffer as Dry Goods 
merchants. 


By the 1940s G. Edighoffer & Son were advertising that they were three stores in one. Their 
phone number for Dry Goods was No. 8, and for Groceries No. 26. 


A later ad said “Buy with Confidence during 1951 at G. Edighoffer & Son.” This was a 
company which displayed lots of confidence, and they continued in business in Mitchell until at least 
the early 1980s. 


A 1¢ due bill token is known from this firm. It is of aluminum, octagonal in shape and 20 
mm in diameter. It is very likely part of set from 1¢ to $1. 


The token: | EDIGHOFFER’S / MITCHELL / ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 1¢ / IN TRADE A-Oc-20 


Two bakers are known to have used tokens in Mitchell. These are C.J. Moore and William 
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Stoneman. 


Moore had two tokens, one identifying him as a baker, and the other as a baker, confectioner 
and grocer. The first token was listed by McColl as no. 1042 in his 1903 sales catalogue, so his 
business can be dated back to that time frame. 


The tokens: C.J. MOORE / BAKER / MITCHELL, ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 1/ LOAF / OF / BREAD A-R-25 


C.J. MOORE, / BAKER, / CONFECTIONER / & GROCER. 
GOOD FOR / 1 / LOAF OF BREAD A-Ov-32x31 


The tokens are both made of aluminum, the first being round in shape and 25 mm in diameter, while 
the second is oval and 32 x 31 mm. 
Sganen™ 


ee \ 
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were 


Pie rib 


William Stoneman, who is listed as a grocer in a 1903 directory, advertised his bakery and 
grocery in the pages of the Mitchell Advocate. From 1920 until 1937 his ads were fairly regular. 
August 12, 1920 his ad says: “Phone 15 for prompt delivery.” A January 13, 1921 ad - “Save your 
cash register checks. They are as good as gold. 4% is worth saving.”He is probably referring here 
to the fact that by pre-paying for bread by purchasing tokens that the customer gets his bread cheaper. 


His ad of 18 May, 1922 says that butter and eggs are wanted. In the issue of 25 December, 
1924 he was advertising his 20th anniversary sale. By January of 1933 his ads said: “Don’t carry 
your groceries - but phone the order to No. 15. We do the rest. 


From January until August of 1937, the ads refer to the company as Stoneman & Co. and 
after this time they disappear from the pages of the Mitchell Advocate. 


His token names his business as the “Red Front Grocery.” There must have been some sort 
of business change earlier in his career as another grocer, J. Coppins & Sons, were advertising under 
that name in the Mitchell Advocate during the 1920s. From 1920 until his last ad in 1937 the “Red 
Front Grocery” is not mentioned in connection with his business. 


The token: | WM. STONEMAN / RED FRONT / GROCERY / MITCHELL. 
GOOD FOR / ONE / LOAF / OF / BREAD A-R-24 
This token is made of aluminum, round and 24 mm in diameter. 
In more recent times a dairy, Stacey Bros. Ltd made use of milk tokens in Mitchell. They 
were probably in use during the 1940s or 1950s. 


wearer es 


A triangular shaped, aluminum token good for 1 quart of milk is known as are two milk-can 
shaped tokens. The one is a blue coloured aluminum piece good for 1 quart of milk and the other 
is red coloured aluminum, good for 1 quart of 2% milk. They are both holed at the top. 


This dairy quite probably stemmed from an earlier company in Mitchell that is listed in a 
Perth County directory for 1903, J.E. Stacey, cheesemaker. 


39 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF ALBERTA 


MARK PENNIES 


Eric G. Jensen 


This article is intended as a supplement to the “Mark pennies of the Royal Arch Masons of Alberta” 


published in the CNRS and CT by Donald M. Stewart (reference CNRS: Vol. 28, p. 56-59; p. 86-91; 

p. 111-120 and CT: Vol. 21, p. 173-182; p. 213-222). Don’s articles were published in 1992 and since 
that time I have been made aware of some additional mark pennies. I have used Don’s page layout and 
numbering system indicating the additions as ‘NL’ for Not Listed. As this update would not have been 
possible without the significant input I received from Al Munro and Elmer Lupul I would like to 
acknowledge their contributions. If you have any questions, comments or additional information please 


contact me at eg} ensen@telus.net. 


No. Metal Size 


Chapter Name And Location 
mm 


Alberta Chapter No. 106 
Calgary G.R.C. 


(DS 1-h obv, 1-a rev) 


North Star Chapter No. 118 
Edmonton G.R.C. 


North Star Chapter No. 2 
Edmonton G.R.A. 


larger lettering 
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Chapter Name And Location No. Metal Size 


Assiniboia Ch No 
Medicine Hat G.R.A. 


(DS obv 3-b,c) 
3-—NLI1 C 32.5 


Otuskwan Chapter No. 9 
Calgary G.R.A. 


(DS obv 9-b,c) 


Otuskwan Chapter No. 9 
Calgary G.R.A. 


(DS similar to 9-b) 


Capital City Chapter No. 13 
Edmonton G.R.A. 


(error -HTWTSSKS and 
inverted T) 13 - NL1 C 33 


Capital City Chapter No. 13 
Edmonton G.R.A. 


(error—HT WTSSKS and 
inverted T) 13 - NL2 Cc 33 


Without Year 
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Chapter Name And Location 


Mount Olivet Chapter No. 17 
Camrose G.R.A. 


(DS similar to 17-d only 
Camrose) 17-NLI 


Banff Chapter No. 20 
Banff G.R.A. 


(DS obv 20-a, b) 
20-—NLI1 


Joseph Stauffer Chapter No. 22 
Didsbury G.R.A. 


22 —NL1 


Crescent Chapter No. 24 
Calgary G.R.A. 


(DS obv 24-c, d, rev similar to 
24-a) 24-NLI1 


Crescent Chapter No. 24 
Calgary G.R.A. 


(DS obv 24-c, d,) 
24 —NL2 


fe 
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Bho 


33 


32 


33 


33 


INSTITUTED 
1915 


‘i 


Edson C No. 30 
Calgary G.R.A. 


(Mallet on left and 


chisel on right) 30 -—NL1 . 34 


Abbreviations: 
G R.A. = Grand Registry of Alberta, G.R.C. = Grand Registry of Canada, 
DS = Don Stewart, HTWSSTKS= Hiram The Widow’s Son Sent To King Solomon, 


NL = Not Listed by Don Stewart 
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ROYAL BLACK KNIGHTS OF IRELAND 


ALBERTA BLACK PENNIES 


Eric G. Jensen 


This article is intended as an Alberta supplement to the “Royal Black Knights of Ireland and their 
pennies” published in the CNRS bulletin and the CT by Ralph R. Burry (reference CNRS: Vol. 17, no. 1, 
p. 17-30; Vol. 18 no. 1, p. 40-21 and CT: Vol. 10, p. 98-111; Vol. 11, no. 2, p.74-75). Ralph’s articles 
were published in 1981 / 82 and since this time I have been able to take some rubbings of Alberta Black 
Pennies. As this update would not have been possible without the significant input I received from Al 


Munro I would like to acknowledge his contribution. If you have any questions, comments or additional 
information please contact me at egjensen@telus.net. (R.B.P. = Royal Black Preceptory) 


Chapter Name And Location 


King William R.B.P. No. 806 
Edmonton 


(Obv. A, Rev. A) 


Victoria R.B.P. No. 948 
Mannville 


(Obv. A, Rev. A) 


Hanna R.B.P. No. 964 
Hanna 


(Obv. A, Rev. A) 


Memento R.B.P. No. 975 
Red Deer 


(Obv. A, Rev. A) 


No. 


806 


948 


964 


975 


Metal 


Size 
mm 


33 


33 


33 


32 
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MS Tnstitutes / 3 


MAY 241998 


Chapter Name And Location 


Memento R.B.P. No. 975 


Red Deer 


(Obv. A, Rev. E) 


Ww 
“ 


975 


45 


The 1913 Dominion Exhibition Tokens, Brandon, Manitoa 
bv Jack Stothard CATC #207 


_¥n the March, 2007 issue of Numismatica Canada it was interesting to see Larry Laeven’s article 
on the Brandon 1913 Dominion Exhibition token as not being listed. Just to update everyone, this 
token is listed in Jim Astwood’s 2001 edition of 7rade Tokens of Manitoba. This listing takes over 
where D. M. Stewart’s left off. 


The Dominion Exhibition was an event held each year in various cities across Canada. The 
first one started in Ottawa in 1879 while some of the others were: 


1880 Montreal 1906 Halifax 
1884 Ottawa 1908 Calgary 
1886 Sherbrooke, Que. 1910 St. John, N.B. 
1887 Toronto 1911 Regina 
1904 Winnipeg 1912 Ottawa 


1913 Brandon 


It was unfortunate that Victoria (1914) and Halifax (1915) were already scheduled but cancelled 
because of the start of World War 1 in 1914. 


The Brandon 1913 Dominion Exhibition token is an unique and interesting one. The same 
obverse with “Traveler’s Day”, with a horseshoe and a sheath of wheat is used on all of the tokens. 
On the reverse, there are approximately 23 different varieties (different advertisers or wording). The 
illustrations of the newly built grandstand is shown on all of the tokens except one. The one token 
without the grandstand is an advertisement by a crafty Scotchman, John A. McDonald, who filled this 
space with words describing his clothing products sold in his store. To this writer’s knowledge, no 
other Dominion Exhibition token across Canada had that many varieties of tokens. 


Actual size is 28 mm 
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Piéces originales pour le 400° de Québec 
par Yvon Marquis 


Dans le cadre du 33° Festival Sciences et Génie de I’Université Laval (Québec), |'équipe TER, regroupant des 
étudiants en génie des matériaux et de la métallurgie, en génie des mines et de la minéralogie, en géologie, 
et en génie géologique, a décidé de concevoir et fabriquer 401 médailles soulignant a la fois le 400° 
anniversaire de fondation de la Ville de Québec et leur Festival. 


Ce qui fait la particularité de cette piéce, c'est son procédé de fabrication. La premiére étape a consisté a 
préparer les dessins des motifs pour faire fabriquer les coins de production. L’avers montre l’embleme de la 
ville de Québec, soit le bateau de Champlain «Don de Dieu», linscription «QUEBEC» au haut et les dates 
«1608-2008» au bas. Le revers fait référence a la 33° édition du Festival avec, entre autres, les initiales de 
l'Université «U.L.» a la gauche du logo, l’inscription «SCIENCES DE LA TERRE» au haut et le slogan du 
Festival: «Fou d'une vieille de 400 ans !» au bas. 


Et c’est ici que le procédé devient des plus particulier. Plut6t que d’utiliser des flans métalliques pour frapper 
la piéce, les étudiants ont utilisé une poudre de fer (fig. 1) qu’ils ont compressée par pressage uniaxe a 
double action sous une charge de 50 tonnes. Les motifs de la piece ont été transférés a cette étape a l'aide 
des deux coins, qui ont été produits par Gravure Universelle Inc., une entreprise locale. Pour chaque piéce, 
on pesait une quantité de poudre de 30 grammes que |’on versait entre les deux coins. Chacune des piéces 
a donc été produite manuellement. Les coins étaient méme alignés manuellement pour chaque frappe. Les 
piéces ont un diamétre de 40 mm. et une épaisseur de 5 mm. _ Les motifs sont tres biens reproduits et la 
piéce est trés belle. Son fini de couleur gris, donne l’impression de l’argent antique. Fait a remarquer, la 
tranche de la piéce est lisse, plus brillante et montre les stries du collier. 


Selon Simon Rouleau et Francis Breton, les deux étudiants a l’origine du projet, le plus gros probleme se 
situait au niveau du collier devant retenir la poudre. Ils ont donc fabriqué un collier sur mesure (fig. 2) dans 
lequel on entrait un coin par le bas dans un orifice de grandeur exacte, par aprés on versait la poudre (fig. 3) 
et on placait l'autre coin sur le dessus et on procédait ensuite a la frappe (fig. 4). 


Une fois les 401 piéces frappées, elles ont ensuite été frittées dans un four de frittage a une température 
avoisinant les 1 000 degrés Celsius par la compagnie Maxtech. Ce processus visait a donner plus de 
résistance a la piéce et a éviter l’effritement. Finalement, un vernis a été appliqué sur les deux faces afin de 
minimiser les risques d’oxydation. 


Les étudiants de l’équipe TER étaient sous la supervision du professeur Carl Blais et de Mme. Maude 
Larouche, responsable du projet. 


L’une des piéces fut remise au maire de Québec, Régis Labeaume, le 31 janvier dans le cadre du Festival de 
sciences et génie. Les autres piéces furent offertes en vente au prix de 5$ l’unité aux étudiants de |’Universiteé 
Laval et au résidents de la ville de Québec. Toutes les piéces ont été vendues en quelques jours. Les profits 
réalisés (1000$) ont été remis a la Maison Revivre, un organisme de charité de la ville reconnu pour son aide 
aux résidents défavorisés. Ainsi, en plus d’offrir une piéce de collection unique reflétant les 400 ans de 
Québec, TER faisait ainsi un legs particulier a la ville. 


Comme toutes les piéces ont été vendues, les collectionneurs intéressés devront donc surveiller le marché 
secondaire s’ils désirent s’en procurer un exemplaire. 


L’auteur tient a remercier Mme. Maude Larouche ainsi que Simon Rouleau et Francis Breton pour leur 
collaboration a la préparation de cet article. 
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Original medals for the 400th anniversary of Quebec City 
By Yvon Marquis 


To comemorate the 33rd edition of the Festival Sciences et Génie of the Laval University (Quebec City), the 
TER team, grouping students of four different engineering disciplines (materials & metallurgy; mines & 
mineralogy; geology; and geological engineering) have decided to conceive and produce 401 medals 
commemorating the 400th anniversary of the founding of Quebec City and their Festival. 


What makes this medal very particular, is its production process. The first step did consist to prepare designs 

so the dies can be cut. The obverse presents the logo of Quebec City, Champlain’s boat «Don de Dieu», 
The name «QUEBEC» is at the top and dates «1608-2008» at the bottom. The reverse refers to the 33th 
edition of their Festival with the initials of Laval University «U.L.» at the left of the logo, the inscription 
«SCIENCES DE LA TERRE» (ground sciences) at top and the Festival's slogan: «Fou d'une vieille de 400 
ans !» (madly in love with a 400 years old girl) at bottom. 


And it’s here that the process becomes particular. Instead of using pre-cut blanks to strike the piece, students 
did use iron powder (fig. 1) they have compressed by a double-action uniaxe pressing under a 50 tons 
pressure. The designs were transferred at this step by using two dies which were cut by Gravure Universelle 
Inc. a local business. For each piece, students weighted 30 grams of powder which was poured between the 
dies. So, each piece was produced manually; even the dies were aligned manually for each strike. Medals 
have a diameter of 40mm and are 5mm in thickness. Designs are well reproduced and the medal is very 
attractive. Its natural grey finish looks like antiqued silver. It seems important to mention that the edge of the 
medal is plain, a bit more brillant and shows collar’s strias. 


According to Simon Rouleau and Francis Breton, the students at the origine of the project, the biggest 
problems they faced was with the collar to retain the powder. They have had to built a specific collar (fig. 2) in 
which they fixed a die in the lower part in a precised-size hole, afterwhat they poured the powder (fig. 3) and 
the other die was placed at top to proceed to the striking (fig. 4). They have had to do that for each piece. 


After the 401 pieces were struck, they were placed in a furnace at Maxtech Co. at around 1000 degrees 
Celcius. The objective of this process was to harden the pieces and to avoid delamination. Finally, a varnish 
was applied on both side of the piece to minimize risks of oxydation. 


Students of the TER team were supervised by professor Carl Blais and Ms. Maude Larouche, project's 
coordinator. 


One medal was given to the mayor of Quebec City, Régis Labeaume, on January 31, during the Festival. 
Other 400 medals were offered for sale at $5 each to Laval University students and to the general public in 
Quebec City. All pieces sold in a few days. Profits of the project ($1000) were given to La Maison Revivre, a 
caritative organisism known for its support to disadvantaged people of Quebec City. So, not only did TER 
offered a unique collectible commemorating the 400 years of Quebec City, but they also made a very 
appreciated donation. 


As all the medals have been sold, interested collectors will have to look at the secondary market to be able to 
find a sample of this very unique medal. 


The author want to sincerely thank Ms. Maude Larouche as well as Simon Rouleau and Francis 
Breton for their kind collaboration to the preparation of this article. 
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Tokens-medallions-wooden nickels-coupons and a dollar bill (of Cornwall and SD & G)” 


A few weeks ago | received an innovative booklet titled 
"Tokens-medallions-wooden nickels-coupons and a dollar bill (of Cornwall 
and SD&G). The SD&G of course refers to Stormont, Dundas & Giengarry 
Counties, and the 55 page illustrated catalogue is a part of the collection 
of the Historical Society of that name. 


The author, lan Bowering is the Historical Society's long-standing curator 

having held that position for over twenty-five years. Bowering’s 

headquarters is the Wood House Museum (a.k.a. Cornwall Community Museum) 
built by United Empire Loyalist William Wood and overlooking the St. 

Lawrence River in Cornwall. This is where more than six thousand 

photographs and over one hundred thousand documents and artifacts are housed. 


About three years ago Bowering embarked on producing topical brochures on 
objects in their collections. Specialized subjects, such as the St. 

Lawrence Seaway which had threatened to erase Eastern Ontario's Loyalist 
heritage, and which did succeed in eliminating many of the towns in the 
county, now referred to as the "lost villages", is one of those subjects. A 
catalogue describing part of their large collection of documentary material 
and artifacts relating to the Seaway was produced three years ago, the 

first of a series of projected catalogues of the collection. This catalogue 
describing part of the holdings of the SD&G's numismatic related items well 
demonstrates Bowering’s ability to bring history to life joining 

interesting documentation with illustrations of artifacts and associated 
material. 


Alexandria, Dundella, Finch, Indian Lands (Maxville), Kenyon Township, 
McMartin's Mills (Martintown), Maxville, Moose Creek, Newington, and 
Williamstown are the towns numismatically represented, but Cornwall has far 
and away taken up most of the booklet (pages 7-41) with its illustrations 

and short accounts of the Bank of Montreal banknote with Cornwall 
overprint, various early cheques, medallions, trade dollars, fraternal, 
communion, and trade tokens. 


Anyone interested in acquiring a copy of this spiral bound catalogue can do 
so by applying to lan Bowering, P.O. Box 773, Comwall, Ont., KGH 5T5. The 
price of the catalogue is $17.50 postage and G.S.T. 


The SD&G has a budget to acquire material and anyone with tokens or medals 
relating to the area for sale is urged to contact Mr. Bowering. 


Submitted by 


Warren Baker 


New Token Finds 


Elmira, Ontario Waterloo County 
Due Bill Token 
Ruppell & Co. / The / White / Grocery / - / Elmira, Ont. 


Good For / 3¢ / In Trade B-Oc-21 
from Mel Kyle 


Thornhill, Ontario York County 
Restaurant Trade Check 
Kanteen Grill / 425 / John St. 
Good For / 10¢ / In Trade A-R-23 


trom Doug Coil 


Florence, Ontario Lambton County 
Due Bill 
W.A. Gordon / vx / General / Merchant / x / Florence, Ont. 


Good For / 10¢ / In Trade A-Sc8-29 
from Doug Walker (Antiques On The Side - St. Thomas, ON) 


St. Mary’s, Ontario Perth County 


Due Bill 
A. Beattie & Co. / General /- * — / Merchants / St. Marys. 

Good For / 10¢ / In Merchandise B-R-25 
from Rick Craig 


St. Mary’s Ontario Perth County 
Dairy Token 
* Richardson « / Sample / Ticket / St. Mary’s 


Good For / 1 / Pint / Milk A-R-25 
from Rick Craig 


Sarnia, Ontario Lambton County 
Bakery Token 
A.P. M£Alpine / Baker / George St. / Sarnia. 


Good For / 1 / Loaf Of Bread A-Re-32x19 
This differs from the example already listed. The beading is bigger and fewer, the name is longer with the “T” pointing to the 


right of “R” instead of over it. from Larry Laevens 


Medicine Hat, Alberta 
Due Bill Tokens 
Monarch Cigar Store / Medicine / Hat. 


Good For / 5¢ / In Trade A-Oc-?? 
Good For / 10¢ / In Trade A-Oc-?? 
Good For / 25¢ / In Trade A-Oc-?? 
Good For / 50¢ / In Trade A-Oc-?? 
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Stratford, Ontario Perth Count: 
Real Estate Advertising Check 
City & County Properties For sale & To Rent &c. (around perimeter) 


Office / 25 Downie St. / City 
Neich’s Real Estate Exchange / Geo. Neich / agent / ??? / 190(7)? / Stratford / Ont. 


A-R-24 
This token is rather badly worn making the date and the previous line unclear. From Bob Dowsett 
Stratford, Ontario Perth County 
Dairy Supply Co. Token 
R. W. Ballantyne, Limited / Stratford / Ont. 
Good For / 1¢ / In Trade A-Oc-17 


from Bob Dowsett 


a2 


